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beginning of the ball the king gave much attention
to a young person of my acquaintance who has
more brilliance than beauty. The prince was not
put off by her parents, who were in business, for he
was tired of the intrigues and ambitions of the
ladies of the court; he hoped that a bourgeoise
would think only of loving and being loved. The
king arranged a meeting with this girl at the ball
at the Hotel de Ville. Her parents, alarmed but
dazzled, consulted me as to their proper course;
I kept them to the honourable and right path, and
the little girl did not attend the Hotel de Ville.
Nobles of the highest rank came to persuade her
mother; but in vain, the appointment was not
kept; and it does great credit to the young lady in
question that, though she was told that I was the
cause, she bore me no ill will. That same night
there was the affair at Mme d'Etioles* (now Mar-
quise de Pompadour). That intrigue became
thicker from day to day and was not known to the
public for some time afterwards. Mme d'Etioles
had all the grace, freshness and gaiety of youth;
she danced, sang and acted wonderfully well; and
had every desirable quality. She loved arts and
literature. She was high-souled, sensitive and
generous/'

Later Bernis added: "The public was astonished
by the preference the king showed her; they did
not know that this prince after his marriage often
used to see her when he was hunting in the forest
of Senart, and that his Majesty's squires spent all
their time with her, and that Mme de Mailly feared